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ESSAY, &c. 


| IT the opening of a new Seſſton 
of Parliament, nothing, certain- 


ly, can be more agreeable to all 
m0 true Lovers of their Country, 
than laying before. the Member's of both 
Houſes, fach Schemes as are moſt likely to 
encourage, promote, and maintain the true 
Intereſt, Trade, and Honour of Great Bri- 
tain: not only as a commercial Nation; but 
a Nation principally concern'd in ſupporting 
the Proteſtant Cauſe throughout Europe; 
and in preſerving that Ballance of Power, 
which is neceſſary for ſecuring the Enjoy- 
ment of our own civll and religious Rights, 
and protecting thoſe of our Neighbours and 
Allies. | 278 5 
Commerce has of late Years been the 
chief Concern of all the Nations around 
us: It has been adopted into their Scheme 
of Politicks, and made the principal Ob- 
ject of them. Thoſe Nations have feen 
the great Advantages ariſing from it; and 
that che Eng/iſh and Dutch have n 
en 
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been enabled to * very burdenſome 

and expenſive Wars. The French, the Spa- 

niards, the Pruſſians, Danes, and Swedes, 

are much more attentive to this Branch of 

Policy, than they formerly were; and carry 

into immediate Execution eyery well-con- 
certed Project that is laid 1 l em 

It has been ſaid, indeed, that the Trade 

ef England is not in ſo flouriſhing a Condi- 

tion as it was ſome ears ago. How far 

this Aſlertion is well or ill grounded, is not 

my Buſineſs to enquire, Our Home Trade, 

without ſuffering any Diminution, may 

poſſibly be Jeſs advantageous to Individuals 

than formerly; from the Numbers that run 

into cach Branch, and overſtock it: But 

much more ſo, from the growing Extra- 

vagance of the preſent Age; which muſt 

needs affect thoſe who depend upon Buſi- 

neſs, and ought to attend to it. As to our 

Foreign. Commerce, it is certain, that as far 

4 1 70 | 188 n ä wh 

they heretofore putrchaſedof us; ſo far it mu 

bes on the ln, Zut dolls Cale, 

f in Fact, may be; it is certainly worth our 

While to conſider of, and take, in Time, 

ſuch Meaſures as may be moſt likely to 

preſerve and * the Trade we haye, 

JJ ar 

W bat the Senſe of the Nation has always 
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One great 1 for entering into that 
_ glorious War in Queen Awne's Reign, was 
the Preſervation of our Trade + which was 
rank'd, as indeed it deſerved, with ſuch 
Conſiderations, as were of the higheſt Im- 
portance to this Kingdom. The late Rup- 
ture with Spain,, was owing to no other 
Cauſe whatloever : And it has been ſtipu- 
lated, © That no Peace (hould be made, un- 
leſs a particular Security for the Trade and 
Commerce of Great Britain was firſt obtain- 
ed.. That the French ſhould never be 
permitted 91% to the Spaniſh Indies on the 
Account of Traffick, directly or indiretly, on 
any Pretence whatſoever,” This was per- 
haps carrying the Point too far; but is ſuffi- 
cient to ſhew the Spirit of the Nation in 
thoſe Days ; and how extremely jealous it 
- was of any, the leaſt Encroachment upon 
its Privileges, on this particular Occaſion. 
Not to inſiſt, however, upon what may 
formerly have been our Situation ; I think 
the fallowin may be hid down as an un- 
deniable Poſition ; viz. That if other Na- 
tions encreaſs and ſtrengthen their maritime 
Power, for the ſake f extending and pro- 
lecting their Trade : And the Fell. at 
the ſameTime donot 15 all poſſible Means ta 
keep up theirs ; our Rivals in Trade muſt, 
ſooner or later, become our Superiors; and 
that this muſt produce very atal Effect. 


For 
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For as Trade is the chief Source of our 
Affluence ; and, conſequently, the great 
Inſtrument of Power : So, if we ſuffer our 
Trade to decline ; our Influenee, as a ma- 
ritime Power, and all our preſent Afflu- 
ence and Security muſt Var 40 ſink in a 
juſt Proportion to it, | 
The Meaſures which the French and 
Spaniards have lately taken, have rendered 
them, in caſe of a War, much more 
owerful Enemies, than they were ſome 
ears ago. Our Trade can never be ſaid 
to be fate, unleſs our Ships of War are, at 
leaſt, equal, if not ſuperior to theirs in 
Number, That we exceed them as yet in 
Number, as well as in Goodneſs of Ships, 
is a Point not to be diſputed: May this Su- 
periority long continue! I think it muſt, 
and will, if we are not wanting to our- 
| ſelves. But it behoves us to have a watch- 
ful Eye 7 their Motions. Theſe Neigh- 
bours of ours are daily encreaſing their 
Fleets; and ſending large Armaments (in 
Time of Peace) to different Parts of the 
Globe, in order to make new Settlements, 
enlarge their Commerce, and protect their 
Subjects. It is notorious that the Spamards, 
with a high Hand, encourage their Guarda 
Cola in the Veſi- Indies, even to Inſolence, 
as well as Injuſtice. And it is allowed that 
the French, by ſecret Methods, and by 
"7 open 
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open and hoſtile Attempts, are endeavour- 
ing to diſturb and endanger our Settlements, 
in the Eaſt- Indies, as well as thoſe in A. 
merica. The preſent State of their mari- 
time Power, muſt, undoubtedly, be the 
true Cauſe and Foundation of all theſe 
Outrages. Such Attempts would be uſe- 
leſs and impolitic, if they apprehended any 
Probability of calling them to Account, 
and obliging them to- an immediate Repa- 
ration of Damages. But they are perfectly 
acquainted with our Situation: and bid 
Defiance to our Number of Ships in Har- 
bour. They know it would be exceeding- 
ly difficult for us to equip, even a ſmall 
Fleet, upon any ſudden Emergency: 
Wherefore they preſume upon our not j - 
ing it, till we are driven to it by ſome great 
and abſolute Neceſſity. They are appri- 
zed of the Impediments ariſing from our 
Conſtitution. ; and the Time it takes to 
man a Fleet, let the Circumſtances be ever 
ſo preſling ; and perceive that their Ships 
may be at Sea, and poſlibly have ſtruck 
their Stroke, before a ſmall Squadron of out 
large Ships can be man'd and equipp'd. 
Aͤt the Concluſion of the laſt War, when 
the firſt Ship was paid off, there were, if 
J miſtake not, 65,000 Seamen on Board 
his Majeſty's Fleet. And yet, when a 
few Ships were, a little while ago, ” be 

fitted 
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fitted out for the Eaſf. Indies, we were o 
bliged to have Recoùrſe to ſevere Methods 


in collecting a ſufficient Number of Hands 


to man them, ſo as to fail in due Time: 


"Nay, farther ! when only four Shipe were 
ordered laſt Spring to take on Board 


the Troops for Gibralter and Minorca 3 
they were, if I am rightly informed, de- 
tained a conſiderable Time, only for want 


'of Hands to Man the Ships for ſo ſhort a 


ervice. Our Seamen; as well as Artifl- 
ders, are {aid to be engaged in foreign Ser- 
vice, Where they meet with proper En- 
eduragement: Whereas we take little or 
no Care of them, any longer than whilſt 
we want their Aſſiſtance. Thus, when 
Preſs- Warrants are iſſued, the poor Fellows 


- abſcond, and run any Hazatds, rather than 
be forced into the Service. The few that 


voluntarily enter, or are taken in their lutk= 
ing Holes, are no better than Slaves: For 
as new Ones are no where to be found, fo 
thoſe no ſooner return from a long and ha- 
zardous Voyage, than they ate farn'd over 
to other Ships, and are ſent npon ſome di- 
ſtant Expedition. I ſhall not enter into the 
Legality of preſſing Men at firft ; or of af- 


ter wards detaining them in the Service : It 


is a Point that has been often, diſcuſt' d; 
and nothing leſs than the Neceſſity of that 
Tt -- © © Proceeding, 
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Proceeditig, has reconciled it with the Li- 
| bertjes'of a Freeborn Engliſſman. 
He therefore that can propoſe the beſt 
Method for manning and equipping a re- 
ſpectable Fleet, at ſhort Warning, and on 
any ſudden - Emergency, without having 
Recourfe to violent (I had almoſt faid un- 
_ juſtifiable) Methods, would render the 
greateſt Service imaginable to this Nation. 
I do not pretend to think that this Eſſay is 
of that Nature: But if ever the Legiſlature 
ſhould judge it neceſſary and proper to 
take this Matter into its Conſideration, the 
beſt Expedientt would, no doubt, be diſ- 
covered, and put in Practice. It would 
be Preſumption in me to ſay what i beſt + 
My Intention is only to propoſe ſomething- 

For unleſs ſomething is propoſed, nothing 
can be carried into Execution. A diſtant 
Hint may be of Service: It may be ſuffi- 
cient for others to improve upon; by 
which Means, this difficult, but abſolutely 
neceſſary Buſineſs may be accompliſhed ; 
and by Degrees brought to ſuch a Perfec- 
tion as would ſufficiently anſwer the Pur- 
poſes of protecting our Country in time of 
War, and carrying on and ſecuring our Com- 
nerce in times of Peace. | 
[Here I beg I may be permitted to lay 
down my Sentiments in Words which would 
ſeem to intimate that the Propoſal is agreed 
| B - _ 
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to, and I have the Direction of it. This 
ſeems neceſſary, for the ſake of Clearneſs; 
though the Words would appear too pe- 
1 a dictating, without fome ſuch 
OV. | | Fel Ho i 

In, - 2 Lear 1696, a Regiſter 
for Seamen was opened [See an Act of Par- 
liament for that Purpoſe, 7th of King Wil- 
liam III.] by what Accidents it fail'd, I 
cannot ſay KY TS 
Such a Regiſter (wherein all the Defects 
of the former ſhould be conſidered and 
amended) is what I would propele at this 
Time: And withal take the Liberty to 
mention {ome of the Regulations which oc- | 
cur to meas neceflary to the Scheme: Sub- 
mitting the whole to a nicer Examination, 
and more competent Judges. | 

_ Firſt, When a King's Ship returns from a 
Voyage or Cruizc, Oc. and is to be paid off, 
the Captain or commanding Officer ſhould 
have a Power to declare to the Ship's Com- 
pany, That any able-bodied Man, deſirous to 
enter his Name, &c. in the Regiſter for 
Seamen, is at Liberty to do it, under the 
Conditions therein mentioned and preſcribed; 
which arc to be ther publickly and audibl 
read to the Men, that no Perſon may 12 
terwards plead Ignorance. 

Secondly, The Men ſhould be called over 
by their Names, according to the Ship's 
2, Book ; 
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Book; and each Man asked ſeparately 
whether he chuſes ts enter his Name in the 
Negiſter or not. If he does not, he ſhould 
be at full liberty to refuſe it: But having 
one refuſed ir, ſhould not afterwards be 
admitted, ſo long as a ſufficient Number of 
_ offer themſelves to compleay the Re- 
Thirdh, A Liſt being thus taken of the 
Names of kich as are willing to enter, and 
are fit for the Service, proper Columns are 
to be made for entering, at the ſame time, 
eacli Man's Age, Complexion, Stature, 
Marks, if any, Trade, County or Country, 
and the City, Town, Hundred or Hamler, 
he declares his Intention! to yo for the pre- 
lent. i NN 
Fours, A Copy bp this Lift, f ed by 
all the Commiſſion and Wartant Officers on 
board; ib to be forthwith ſent to the Ad- 
| or Navy Board; from whence Ptæ- 
eipeꝰs or Orders Wille" iſſued to the feveral 
Magiſtrates of che Ottles, Towns, . 0 
which theſe Men 98 (according to the Lu 
to enter the Name of every'Man that co omes 
into his Diftrid, with A his Deſcriptions, 
avd the Name of the” Pace * la came 
De 
. aeg, A Return“ is to be — to the 
Admiralty, cr. Month, mote or leſs, 
9 the Mayor, B. ; or nee Julice 0 of 
* ö 2 the 


b 
the Peace, of the Name and Deſcription of 


| regiſtered Man that has come into or 
Kae 


$ 9 255 during that Monch; taking 
Care to mention the Place he 
Vece lared an Intention. to go to. Whilſt, 
other Magiſtrate of, or near the Place he 
goes to, makes in che ſame manner his Re- 
turn, ſpecifying the Place from whence e any 
new ft came. 5 6 
Theſe Regulations appear neceflary, An 


dᷓtder to know where to find the Men upon 
| any ſudden Call bh i But it is 


proper to explain them a little farther, 


| that the e of Erden may the 
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better appear, 70 Oc: bas 
As to the firſt, ein $57) W's: + 911 
It ſeems reaſonable to — the Men che 
Iiberty of chuſing whether they will be re- 
giſtered or not, W 1... - rn 
Allthe Gentlemen of the Navy ate ſen- 
ſible of the Miſchiefs ariſing from the fatal 
Neceſſit of keeping Men in (the Service 
againſt their wall. When a Ship has been a 
long Voyage. to c Eaſt. or Weft-Indies, 
een Our ſiye, or more Tears abrgad, or 
had * long fatiguing Cruize, t. nothing 
can be F more diſheartening to the Fhipꝰs 
ompany, n now returned to their Co 
Family, and Friends, than to hear hl Or- 
fre, 75 turn OM _—_ prog os by, 
8 oceed gn lon 0 
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This cruel Neceſſity ariſes from our not 
having any ſettled Method of manning a 
ſingle Ship, much leſs a Fleet: And the 
Men, finding themſelves engaged (for Life, 

when once they are enter'd in the Ship's 
Books, uſe all Sorts of Arts and Shifts to 
avoid being taken in: And .whenever an 
Opportunity offers for deſerting, they are 
ſure to embrace it: And thus they are tre- 
pann' d into foreign Service, thro? a mere 
Diſlike to their Won. 
I have before touch'd upon ſome; of the 
Diſadvantages of collecting. Sailors by 
\Breſsr Warrants: But muſt here add, chat 
:this taking Men by Force has this further 
bad Conſequence; That when the War- 
rants ate out, tha Men abſcond; and, for 
want of; honeſt Employment, turn deſpe- 
rate Rogues: And hence, in a great mea- 
ſure, ariſe the frequent 8 and un- 
heard - of Cruelties and: Murders ſo much 
complained of, and ſo difficult to put a 
Stop to. I might further add, that the 
preſſing of Men is 4 dangerous Piece of 
Service; and that Frays! and Quarrels are 
the conſtant Attendants an it; not ſeldom 
accompanied with the Loa of one or more 
-Lixes. As many Men asdeave their Coun- 
try, and enliſt; in foreigu Service, ſo many 
good and uſeful Subjeds are loſt to this 
Realm. But the Miſchief, does not end 
707 7 a 


here: 
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| here: The Hands of our Enemies Are 


thereby ſtrengthened, in the ſame Propor- 
tion as our Force is decreaſed; and that 
ſingle Diſadvantage ſeems ſufficient to 
counter - ballance all the Expence and Dif- 


ficulties there may be in the Execution of 


nn nee. 00s 20093 Min 

As to che ſecond Article. 
The Man, I fay, ſhould be at Liberty 
to chuſe whether he will enter his Name 
for future Service, or not: But if he then 
refuſes, ſhould not afterwards be admitted, 
unleſs he be wanted to compleat the Num- 
ber propoſed. If this Affair be righthy 
managed, and proper 'Encourapement 
given to the regiſter d Men: it will come, 
in Time, to be look*d upon as a Privilege 
to be ſuffer d to ſubſcribe: And therefore, 
I would fo far puniſh the Man refufing to 


enter, as not to admit him till all Volun- 


'teers were accepted; and not even then, 
but to complete the Number. bn 
s 10 the ckird Arilcle. el 01G 
ceſſary to uſe all theſe Precau- 
tions; becauſe: ſhould a Man leave his 
Place of actual Reſidence, without 


ing it io the proper Magiſtrate or Officer; 


and go to another Place, without imme 
diately declaring himſelf to the Magiſtrate, 
Officer, or neareſt Juſtice of the Peace to 
the Place heigoes to; he is to be looked 
2 11 upon 
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upon is a Deſerter, ſtruck off the Liſt, 
advertiſed, and treated accordingly. And 
this is to be explained and declared to the 
Man, when he enters his Name, or is re- 
giſter d. „ 
This, we know, is done in the Land- 
Service. For as often as they have Oc- 
caſion to advertiſe a Deſerter, they are very 
exact in deſeribing his Perſon, Ox. 
As to the fourth Article, 
This Buſineſs ſhou'd be done in the 
Preſence of all the Commiſſion and War- 
rant Officers; that no Violence or Arts 
be uſed to force the Man into the Service ; 
other than declaring, that if he refuſes at 
this Time, he may not hereafter have fo 
good an Opportunity of Admittance. And 
the Return of the Liſt muſt be ſign'd by 
all the Officers preſent, as a proof that the 
Man voluntarily enter'd the Service; and 
that each Man is therefore liable. to the 
Penalties annexed to Non-appearance, 
when legally called upon. 
As to the fifth Article, 

No other Method occurs to me, where- 
by the Lords of the Admiralty, Or. 
can poſſibly know where the Men are, 
when wanted, And as to the Difficulty or 
Expence of keeping or making out theſe 
Returns every Month; no doubt but an 
Expedient may be found out. Nor is it 

to 


[16 ) 

to be ſuppoſed that any Magiſtrate,” Juſtice: 
of the Peace, or other Officer would put 
his Trouble in any Competition with the 
Service he. hereby renders to his Country. 
By theſe, or ſome ſuch Methods, their 
| Lordſhips would always be able to raiſe a 
certain Number of Men, at a ſhort Warn- 
ing. Nay the whole Number might thus 
be brought to one or other af our equip- 

ping Sea-Ports in a few Days. 

This would be a great Check upon our 
Neighbours, if ever their Politicks ſhould 
render it expedient to attack, inſult, or an- 
noy us. In our preſent Situation, they but 
too well know that it requires Months, 
many Months to collect Men enough to 
equip and put to Sea eight or ten capital 
Ships, well man'd : And before that can 
be done, they have gain'd their Point, by 
getting the Start. wy 

Many Inſtances of this Nature might 
be produced: But not to dwell upon a 
diſagreeable Subject, let us take it a- while 
for granted that a Regi/ter for Seamen would 
be a ſucceſsful and proper Method to en- 

gage their Scrvice : The next Point to be 
conſider' d, is what Number of Men would 
anſwer that Purpoſe. | Mu, 

J ſhall leave that intirely to the Wiſdom 

of my Superiors.------ But permit me to 
ſuppoſe at preſent that the Number was 
to 
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to bei ro or ta, ooo Men; and that each 
Man was: to receive after the rate of 5 4 
per Annum; or 2.54. a Week, which amounts 
to 51. 45 a Lear. The Sum neceſſary to 
pay to, ooo Men, would then be 59,000/, 


or 52,000/, a Year; and ſo in proportion, 


for any greater or ſmaller Number. 


After the Rate of 500 Men to 4 Ship, 


this Number would equip 20 or 24 Line 
of Battle Ships: And if thoſe be not ſuffi- 
cient, this Method does by no Meuns prez 
clude the prefling of Vagrants; idle, loofe 
and diſorderly Men; without any viſihle 
Means of maintaining themſelves in an ho- 
neſt induſtrious ſettled Calling. On the 
contrary, let the Magiſtrates exent them · 
ſelves, and be every where encouraged to 
ſeize, impriſon, 8 conyey to the ſeveral 
Sea Ports, all Perſons. — that Deſerip- 
tion: And by dividing | theſe. diſſolute Fel- 
lows amongſt the ſeveral Ships, more Hands 
would be added; more Ships equipped 
and the Country cleared of theſe noxious 
irreclaimable Villains. This would be preſſ- 
ing in a legal Manner; and perhaps the on- 
ly Me for putting a "= to the Out- 
hos daily committed in e . tho 
\Town and Country. 

Fifty thouſand Pounds a Year, 85. per- 
haps, firſt view, be eſteemed a very large 


eee a to the Nation; But 


1 en of 01% 8 When 
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when the Advantages ariſing 'fram it ſhall | 
be conſidered, J flatter mylelf that every 
Well-wiſher to his Country would th. 


at Sum, or even a much larger, well em- 
plo ed. Some-few of theſe-are as follow: 
5 irſt, This may be a means of ſaving a 
fois e Expence to the Nation, by . 
our * Neig hbouts from any ſudden and r 
Aim upon the Rights and Privileges of 
me Crown and Subject. For when the 
ow us in a Condition to do ourſelyes jul. 
YEE, as well as diſpoſed to reſent an Injury, 
They may not be hs forward in e er | 
Tranquility a ceable Diſpoſition. 
| . Steghdh,, K great many be, 
by be ſpa 8 For if this Scheme ſhould 
grove Inſulks und Encroachments, which 
| . 'the feſt Seeds of War; the 
Gon 


quenee N, char many Officers and 
Seth who would:beeng Fo a 3 
Whew L Aves lin dhl wind ae 
the Public 107 2 
nh, 3 
pepe in de Serlike of their CON in 
ume Bf Marg would, in time of Peace, 
f ke We Geatification' for their former 
ez and Dangers; inſtead of benig wrn'd 
| to ſtarye, rob, - and mutder, as they 
ally do; or being 


Aren, , 
Ws Gere ee, 0 2015 
Fe, Lage anhusl Buhs are now 
Talfed and paid, as Rewards, for apprehend- 
wg 


adrift 


fl 


ing Highwaymen, Footpads; &c; who are 


brought to the Gallows and Gibbet. A 
great part of which might probably be 
ſaved, as well as the Lives of theſe miſerable 
Wretches, were this Scheme to take Places 


Men who have been forcibly taken from 


their Trade and Family, and have been kept 
four or five Years abroad; who have loſt als 
moſt all the Skill they had in their ſeveral 
Callings; and, perhaps; been deprived 

their Friends by Death, RemGvals; c: can 
ſcarce ſettle. immediately to any uſeful and 
induſtrious Way of Life, when turned 
aſhore. But this Scheme would, in a great 
meaſure, prevent them from taking any 
deſperate Courſes. It would give el 
Aſſurance of not wanting ſome Proviſion 
for the future; the want of which getierally 
drives: ſuch Men to Extremitjes:; And as 
the Lords of the Admiralty would have u 
Power to diſcharge any Man who behaved 


ill ; this would oblige the Men to a more 


ſober and regular Behaviour. The very Rey 
/ter would be a great cheek to ſueh Irregu- 
larities: For, as the Place of each. Man's 
Reſidence, and his Deſcription would heres 
by be well known, he would certainly, 
ſooner or later, be diſcovered : He would 
be juſt in che ſame Condition as a Deſerter 
from the Army: few or none of which e 
cape Puniſhment. rtr. 
CY + 44k 1 C 2 But, 
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But, moreover; an Encouragement of 
this fort, might probably draw many of our 
Men out of foreign Service, to that of their 
Country again. An Advantage of ineſtim- 
able Value ; as it not only weakens their 
Hands, but ſtrengthens ours. | 

It is true, they receive, when paid off, 
the Wages due to them : But this only leads 
them into Lewdneſs, Debauchery, and bad 
Company; which ſo far corrupt their Mo- 
rab, whilſt the Money laſts, that, when it 
is gone, they aſſociate into Bands of the moſt 
abandoned ſort, and perpetrate all manner 
of Wickedneſs, to enable them to continue 
in, and ſupport wowed of Life they have 
fallen. into. ble 

Before I mention the Manner of raiſing 
a ſufficient Fund for paying theſe Men; 
may be proper to inſert here ſome farther 
Encouragements to be given to ſuch as 


Pooluntarily enter themſelves. 


Firſt, No Man': ſhould be allowed to 

a Boat on. any River, in any Port or 

ur, unleſs he be regiſter'd; if a re- 

"i d Man offers himſelf for hat Pur- 

> Hb hl 2: i 

| Secondly, a worn- out ripiſter'd- Man, 

not admitted into Greenwich Hoſpital, 
mould be allowed to ply a Boat, as above, 

in Preference to any — regiſter d Man; 

| and conſequently to _— Man not regiſter d. 

Kits '2 Thirdly, 
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Thirdly; Preference ſhould be given to 
a Man regiſter'd before a War, to remain 


upon the Liſt in Time of Peace (if able 


and fit for Service) before any Man re- 


Pa d during the War, and before the 


cace. 

Fourthly, All Warrant- Officers doing 
Duty on Board any Ships in Ordinary, by 
a Deputy, ſhould bo obliged to take a De- 
puty from amongſt the regiſter d Men 9 
any ſuch offers, that is fit for the Buſin 
rather than any other Man, under a 2 


nalt 

Fi ifthly, A regiſter'd Man, to be 2 
into Greenwich Hoſpital, in Preference to 
a Man not regiſter Fo and-when ftruck off 
the Liſt as no longer fit to ſerve, to be 

conſtantly received there. 

Theſe Regulations neceſſaril require 
the keeping an exat Account of the 1 
of each Man's Regiſtry. 

As this Scheme propoſes che W up 
the Number of 10, ooo or 12,000 Men, 
excluſtve of thoſe employ'd un ordinary Occa- 
ſions in Time of Peace, it becomes neceſl; 
that as ſoon as any regiſter*d Man is taken 
into the King's Lervice (except in time of 
War) another Man be admitted to regiſter 
in his ſtead. I have here inſerted an Ex- 
ception, which, in my humble Opinion, 
had better have been omitted. F 1 

u 


8 


— 
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Fund were onde ralſed, and appropriated to 
that ſole Uſe, I do not perceive the leaſt In- 
conveniency that could arifefrom continuing 
that Method in time of War like wiſe. That 
is, when any Number of Men are draughted 
out of the Regiſter for Service, the ſame 
fhould be compleated as ſoon as poſſible : 
Otherwiſe, our Enemies, knowing that our 


' Stobkof Seamen is drained, would no longer 
ſtand in awe of any further Armaments: 


But, in à height of a War, it can ſcarce 
be ſuppoſed we. ſhould have Men enough 


completely to man our Fleet, and to fill the 


Regiſter at the ſame Time. If fo many 
Men ſhould befound, then we have always 
T0000 or In2000-Men ready upon any Oc» 
caſion. If, as is moſt likely, Men ſhould 
be wanting, then the Fund would thereby 


| be ſo long encreaſing, and enabled, at the 
Concluſion of the War, to provide for ſo 


many more Men as ſhould be judged pros 
Der. 14 i 

B The only Inconveniency Ican foreſee that 
may attend this Meaſure, is, that at the End 
of a War, the Regiſter may poſſibly be full, 
and conſequently no room left for ſuch as 
have ſerved” during the War. But that is 
not at all likely: And if not, then the En- 
creaſe of the Fund will admit of ſo many 


additional Men, for a Time at leaſt: And 


we preſume to hope that a Scheme of this 
SUM TL Nature 
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Nature will be ſa generally approved, as i 
to meet with all the Encouragements 
at this Day beſtowed upon other generous 
and Charitable Inſtitutions, No one of 
which can be put in any Competition with 
this for the Importance of, and Advantages 
ariſing from it, to the Nation in general, a 
every Individual, 1 
Perhaps it. will be ſaid, chat every body 
is convinced of the Neceſſity of encouraging 
our Seamen, and having always a certain 


Number ready to be called together at ſnort 


Warning, But the Difficulty i is how to find 
& proper #'und tor that purpoſe. 

How difficult ſoever that may be, if it: is 
neceſſary, if the mercantile Intereſt, and 
our general Safety ſuffer by that Neglect, 
the Giften ſhould be to Objection. Large 
ſums are annually erpended! in Buildings, 


and other, perhaps, neceſſary Works ; but, 


ſurely, no one of them can be compared 
A for ape _— Fs 2 


"When eee bereft is in ion, it 
3s not to be doubted, but u Hritiſſ Houſe of 

Commons will find the proper Reſources. 
But I am perſuaded, that it would be n 
wery Anouk ayer raiſe ſuch a Sum as 
is here p that, bly, with- 
out laying any New —— Subject, 
ot increaſing any of the preſent * 
But 
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But allowing a New Tax tobe impoſed upon 
ſome of the Luxuries, or Non nereſſaries of 
Life ; can any Perſon be ſo unreaſonable as 
to murmur, when not only himſelf, but the 
whole Nation is benefited by it? 
I proceed, therefore, to hint at ſome of 
the Methods, hereby it appears to me, 
chat this difficult, but neceſſary Under- 
taking, may be accompliſhed. 
I is well known that the Bounty on Corn 
exported produces every Year a very conſi- 
detable Sum: And the Reaſons for continu- 
ing this Bounty, appeared ſo evidently to 
the laſt Parliament, that they will ſcarse 
ever be diſputed for the future. 
But I am told it can be demonſtrated that 
the Merchant, upon Exportation, receives 
much more, in Proportion, than he pays 
the Farmer for: And more, therefore, than 
the Legiſlature ever intended to give him. 
If then a proportionable Part of this Bounty, 
-whitch has been eſtimated at ane Eighth, were 
applied to this Purpoſe, it might produce, 
at a Medium, about 30, ooo. per Ann. 
No Injury would hereby be done to 
8 ſtill poſſeſſed of a 
H Bounty on what Corn he pays the Far- 
| — indeed, of as IEATY as he 
ought to have ;\whierefore he could have no 


. 


\ . , . * 
' Keaglon to complain, © 
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But moreover, this Deduction will be 
applied chiefly for his Benefit: As the In- 
tent of it, is to raiſe a Fund for the Encou- 
ragement of Seamen, and ſecuring the 
Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom; 1 
am perſuaded that this Method of raiſing 
Part of this Fund will meet with little, or 
no Diffieulty. ende f , 
The Merchants, from their known Prins 
ciples, viz. the promoting. a publick and 
uſeful Spirit; and ſhewing a proper Regard 
to their own Intereſts, will certainly eſpouſe 
it. And who, indeed, are ſo proper to 
contribute towards this benefitial Scheme : 
as they who are to be the principal Gainers 
by it? They, muſt readily concur in every 
reaſonable Meaſure that can be offered for 
ecuring or promoting our Commerce The 
muſt havethetrue Intereſt of the Seamen mol 
at Heart; and I make. no queſtion but the. 
moſt diſtinguiſhed. Merchants in this Kings 
dom, would teſtify a proper and becoming 
Zeal in ſupport of a Motion of this Na- 
ture. | TILA of e 
It may be objected that this Part of the 
Fund would, be variable and uncertain: 
That we may not always be in a Condition 
to export Corn; nor our Neighbours av 
ways in want of it; And, if that were ne- 
ver to be the Caſe, yet the Fund, of itſelf, 
is ſuthcient to anſwer the End propoſed. 
N D ; Theſe 
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Theſe Objections have undoubtedly their 
Weight; wherefore I preſume to '{ubmit 
ſome other Expedients tothe Conſideration 
of my Superiors; leſt the Scheme ſhould | 
Fail, for want of propoſing ſome Method. 
As ſuppoſe a Lottery-was to be opened 
every third Year for this Purpoſe; and That 
were "called the Sailor” s Lottery. The very 
Name, and Deſign of it, wou indiice almoſt 
every Perſon in the Kingdom, of "oy Pub- 
Jie Spirit, to engage in jt. 
Wie hoe had man y Bridge Lottery Sir 
Hans Sean — Ol. Or. And why 
not a Sailer Lottery? ? 
The Sum to be raiſed by ſuch a Lottery 
muſt be left to the Wiſdom of the Le giſla- 
ture: Bur it is hero necefſary to name a cer- 
tain Sum, chat 1 may N upon ſome 
Calculation. ALFA 
Let che Sum "then, nec et the 
keeping up of nM oe Rev at wo Shil- 
lings a Week per Man, be taken; and that 
wil amount to 52, 0068. - 2 Tel. But as 
there are other incidental Charges attend - 
ing A Lottery, which mull be allowed for ; 
To we will put the Sum at 54, %. 
The firſt Sum? wil be neceſiry every 
Lear; but the Lottery is * be 
opened every. third Yeat only: How: then 
are the Charges of che in lets! two. 
Tears to! be ſupplied?” Te this: Queſtion 1 


anſwer 


I 
anſwer, that the Method above propoſed; 
may poſſibly be looked upon as proper to 

ſupply that Deficiency: If it ſhould not, 1 
ſhall take the Liberty to ſubjoin ſome others; 
one or more of which may be made Choice 

of for that purpoſe. But before I proceed 
to the mention of them, I beg Leave to 
add certain Regulations which appear to 
me abſolutely neceſſary for the proper con- 
ducting the before mentioned Lottery. 

Firſt, I would recommend that ſix or 

eight different authentic Offices beingopened 
in and about the City and Suburbs of 1 Lon- 
don, for the ſole Diſtribution of the Tickets: 

And that no Ticket, or Tickets be diftri> 

buted, ſold, promiſed or diſpoſed of, di- 

recti or indirectly, in any other Place or 

Manner whatſoever, under a very ſevere Pe- 

nal. [21 "— 

Tickets be delivered to eachof theſe Offices, 

with-proper Security; and that the Officer 
do not take or exact, on any Pretence what- 


ever, more than Sixpence above the Price 
fixed on the Ticket, for diſtributing the faid 
Ticket, and alſo for cegiſtering the fame, 
if required. 1 Sn de in 


Thbirdly, That no Perſon be allowed to 
take, directly, or indirectiy, by himſelf, or 
ai other for him, more than ten Fickets 
far his ot her Uſe and Benefit : And in 
MILL 2 3 caſe 
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afe 1 it can be legally proved that any per- 
Hows has gunna. — Clauſe, he ſhall 
forfeit ane half of the Benefit: ariſing from 
the whole Number of Tickets ſo purchaſed, 
to the Uſe of the perſon that ſhall prove 
the ſame, and the other half of ſaid Bene- 
fit ſhall be applied 10 the Increaſe of the 
Seamens Fund. 

Fourthly, To 8 al jobbingof thele 
Ticke ts, 4 is propoſed, that whoever: ſhall 
either give or take more than the Price 
fixed, and Six-pence, the Buyer ſhall for- 
feit as above, and the Seller double the 
Price of the Tickets ſo ſold, on proper 
Conviction: And in caſe of Inſolvency, 
ſhall” ſuffer. Impriſonment, or ſuch other 
Puniſhment as ſal be judged Ppt to 
the Crime. | 

Fifthly, That the Tickets be Five Pounds 
. . of the aun daes for _ 

Schl, That cher be but "hehe or fe 
Blanks to a Prize. 

Seventhly, That no Prize be under 20% 
and no one above Looo . 

- -Eighthly, That 20 per Cent. be deducted 
out of every Prize, and the Blanks ſun. 

The firſt, ſecond; and third of theſe 
Regu lations are intended to prevent, if 

ble, the Monopoly of Tickete, and the 
fort wilt from jbing of — to the ime 

menſe 
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menſe Detriment, of the Publick, and the 
Advantage of a few warthleſs ſcandalous 
People. 
he laſt Lottery, tho* guarded as well 
as one could wiſh, was a glaring Inſtance 
of this Impoſition, whereby the greateſt 
Part of the Adventurers paid more than 
double the Value of every Ticket; all Cir- 
cumſtanees conſidered, 

The fifth is contrived to ward off an Ob- 
jection to high Gaming; for the low Price, 
together with the fixed Number of Tickets 
each Perſon (by regulating the third) may 
purchaſe, puts it out of the Power of any 
one Perſon's riſking more than 50 J. 57. 
And it is not to be ſuppoſed, that the Gene- 
rality will be able or willing to venture 
more than 10, I 5, or 20 J. excluſive of the 
Six-pences; whereas, by this Method, al- 
moſt any body will be able to venture as 
far as one Ticket, which he may 
bably come at, - without a Premium, Fo 
dne 4 ſuffered to take more than ten. And 
by the ſixth, each Adventurer will have a 

ood Chanee of getting a Prize, worth at 
alt the Riſk he runs. 
The ſeventh Regulation I look upon as 
the moſt material of all, as well as that 
which will lie the moſt open to Objec- 
tions ; wherefore ſhall * oor my Senſe 
of that Matter, in the nn, 
1 are 
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I take it for granted, that whoever is ſor- 
tunate enough toget looo, 500, ZOO, 200, 
| Ioo, or even a 20 J. Prize for his 5 J. will 
think, himſelf well off; eſpecially if he 
conſiders at firſt ſetting out, how many 
more Chances he will” have for one of 
e Prizes, ; than in any former Lottery. 
or firſt, here are but four, or at molt five 
Blanks to a Prize, and ſecondly, here will 
be many more of thoſe Chances. 
I look upon it as quite exorbitant, that 
| any one Man ſhould gain 10,000 J. for 
venturing ſive. Many are the Inſtances of 
a whole. F amily's being ruined by ſuch, an 
unexpected prepoſterous Addition to heir 
Circumſtances. | And I take it to be quite 
unreaſonable, to appoint ten or eleven 
Blanks to a Prize; whereby. the Chance 
of Sang en fre at al, upon. one Tickey 
is next to no Bea 
As to the De on of 14. 15, or 20 
per Cent. out of the Prizes, that is the Mer 
thod for for. railing, the ne Sum for Pay 
ang the — — Men, could not, ger 
cording to d Scheme, be aveided. 
Let each fortunate Adventhrer conſider 
Abat he is; conTibut fo: much towanrdpy his 
own Safety : That tor this ſmall Pittance, 
his Life, Religion, Liberty, and Property, 
are in a, great, Meaſure preſarved; that, - 
| e i he Ges nd perhaps ep us 
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in his Bed; and that he is hereby allow- 
ing ſomething towards the Reward and 
Comfort of à Set of as brave Men as any 
in the Univerſe'; Men, that whilſt he is 
aſleep, are venturing their Lives to protect 
him; Men that are Fellow-Creatures, and 
Fellow- Subjects. M ö 
Let it not be objected that ſuch a Lot- 
tery as is here ſpoken of, will never be 
full. The Spirit of Gaming is too ſtrong | 
through all Ranks of People, to admit o 
a Doubt of that Nature. Happy were it 
for this Nation, if all the Laws the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the Legiſlature has hitherto invent- 
ed, could have put the leaſt Stop to ſo per- 
nicious, deſtructive a Paſſion. But no- 
thing has yet proved effectual to that End. 
And it is my Opinion, as well as that of 
all I have eoſhiced, that were Cards, and 
all Sorts of Games now in uſe, totally abo- 
liſhed, both Sexes would agree in drawing 
Straws, or toſſing Croſs or Pile, | rather 
than be reſtrained from Gaming. If then 
it be, as it ſeems impracticable to put an 
entire Stop to Gaming, why ſhould not 
this Viee be converted to the Benefit of the 
Public, as well as the Duty upon Cards, 
Dice, Gr. When the Importance of the 
Service hence ariſing ſhall be duly weighed 
and conſidered, it would not, perhaps, be 
ſaying too much to aver, that if no other 
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Ways or Means could be found for effect? 
ing it, it were well worth while to tolerate 
a private Vice of this Nature, in order to 
its becoming a public Benefit 
There is a third Method for raifing a 
Part of this Fund, which muſt be men- 
tioned with all the Tenderneſs and Reſpect 
due to ſo auguſt a Body. I mean the 
ſuppreſſing of Franks. 1 
IT have been told that this Privilege [in 
England] amounts to 40000 J. a Year Re- 
duction of the Reyenue of the Poſt-Office-; 
yet how inconſiderable a Part of that Sum 
would go out of the Pocket of each Peer 
wa Commoner, were that Privilege given 
It would be abſurd to talk of taking it 
away, without the Conſent of the Majori- | 
ty at leaſt of both Houſes: But I humbly 
beg Leave to ſuppoſe, that there is not a 
Nobleman, or Gentleman, in either Houſe, 
who would not chearfully part with fo 
trifling an Advantage, or even an infinite- 
iy greater Sum, to promote the Honour, 
Safety, Commerce, and Happineſs of his 
Country; if nothing leſs will do it. 
A fourth Method, if approved, might 
poſſibly be alone ſufficient to anſwer all 
the Expences of keeping up a Number 
of Seamen ; and that is, the laying. a pro- 
| rtionable Tax upon | every... Pack of 
Hoynds, every Greyhound, Pointer, Set- 
; ter 
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ter, and Gun-Spantel ; and fo on every 
Dog in general, except ſome few that are 
abſolutely uſeful and neceſſary. 
The Advantages ariſing from a Tax of 
this Sort, are many and various, _ I have 
heard that this Tax was; not long ago, 
under Conſideration; when probably the 
Benefits of, and Objections to it, were 
well ' weighed and compared: But as I 
have never met with any Thing upon that 
Subject, I beg leave to enumerate ſome of 

the former. ade 41h 2 

Firſt, The great Number of Dogs kept 
by all Ranks of People, are not only the 
Geeaſion of greatly propagating the Diſ- 
temper ariſing from the Bite of a mad 
Dog, amongſt their own Species, but 
yo human Creatures, Cattle, Swine, 
Secondly, kept by the poorer ſoft of 
People, 2 a f a ok Share of 
its Subſiſtence; For every Dog mult have 
ſomething to eat; and though it may be 
falſely alledged that the Dog only eats what 
no human Creature would or could eat; yer 
whatever a Dog eats, would go ſo far to- 
wards feeding a Hog; and that would ſonic» 
time hence feed the Family. ge 
© Thirdly, Some Families are very near 
ruining themſelves, by keeping up a Pack 
| of Hounds, only becauſe their Predeceſſor 
1 E kept 
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kept them to his Death. Theſe might be 
d of an Excuſe for laying them down, 
as was obſerveable in the Cale of Coaches) 
and employ that Part of their Income in 
providing for a Family . 
Fourthly, Many Gentlemen and Farmers 
loſe their Sheep and Lambs, through the 
Number of Dogs every where kept: Some 
of which every now and then break looſe, 
and butcher many in one Night. | 
. -  Laſth, A Tax of this fort would contri- 
bute, in many Shapes, to the Preſervation 
of the Game. +, Fe 
I o0o this we ſhall add a Tax of the like 
Nature, viz. upon 4 Horſes, (FREE ſuch 
as are neceſſary for Tillage, public Carriage, 
a an 
As ſuppoſe every Race Horſe was to be 
tax*dat 5/7. per Ann. and ſoon rateably for 
every Hunter, Coach or Chaiſe Horſe, and 
for every Saddle Horſe, or other kept for 
Grandeur, Diverſion, GG. 
A Race Horle is, I believe, generally 
computed to ſtand his Owner in 100 J. a 
Year; and if he was to coſt him 5/. more, 
on ſuch an Occaſion, no Nobleman or 
Gentleman would or could grumble at it. 
Nor can it be ſuppoſed to put the leaſt ſtop 
to the breeding this ſort of Cattle, when the 
Sum propoſed is fo. trifling, in compariſon 
with the Price they SP bear. of 
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But this Tax would, in a great meaſure, 
put a ſtop to that pernicious Practice of fre- 
quent petty Races all over the Country, 
S the Summer Seaſon. On theſe Oc- 
cafions Farmers, Tradeſmen, Apprentices, 
and Servants aſſemble at the Booths for a 
Day or two before the Races (which ge- 
nerally laſt three Days) to drink, ſmoak, 
ſwear, quarrel, and miſpend their Time and 
Money. During the Rece, betting, curſing, 
Oaths, Drunkenneſs and Debauchery of all 
Kinds, ſeem to be the chief Buſineſs of the 
Meeting: Not to mention the mafiy fatal 
Accidents that attend theſe Diverſions. But 
what makes the Caſe ſtill worſe, is, that 
the Working People's Heads are hereby ſo- 
unſettled, that they cannot, for many Days 
_ afterwards, apply themſelves to Buſineſs : 
Wherefore I ſhould think it expedient that 
the Tax ſhould extend tte at Horſes that run 
a Match or Race of any Kind whatſoever, be 
the Prize ever fo ſmall ; that thus it might 
amount to a Prohibition of 810 petty Races. 
It has been judiciouſly calculated and af- 
firmed, that one Holyday, ſtrictly kept, 
throughout England, coſts the Nation 
100000 J. Herein the mere Abſence from 
Labour and Induſtry is conſidered + But if, 
to that, be added the Money ſquandered 
away on theſe Occaſions, and the Time ne- 
ceſſary to recall the People to their ſeveral 
. E 2 Trades 
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Trades and Occupations, the Sum will be 
immenſely increaſed. 

If by any, or all of the above Methods, 
the Taxes upon Soap, Salt, Candles or Las 
ther, could either be taken off, or ſomewhat 
abated; how popular, how beneficial would 

2 Meafure of this Kind prove! 

| 1 ſhould be heartily glad that all Incons 
veniencies attending this Scheme, might be 
avoided, or removed. But the Propoſal of 
1 Lottery has this peculiar Advantage, that 
no Perſon is under an Obligation to become 
an Adventurer, unleſs he chuſes it. Nor is 
any Man obliged to keep a Dog, except a 
Shepherd, Tanner, Drover, Oc. The keeps 

ing of à Race Horle, a Hunter, a Coach, 
Chaiſe, or Saddle Horſe, for Grandeur, 
Diverſion or Pleaſure, is likewiſe a mere 
Matter of Choice; and let fuch pay for 
them,  Whercas the four Articles above- 
mentioned are neceſſary to all Ranks of 

People, and not poſſibly to be ayoided. 

As to the Lottery's not filling, let the 
Experiment be 57 only; and if it fails, I 
am much miſtaken, It is my Opinion, that 
under the above Reſtrictions, it would be 
full in a Week or ten Days: And that if 
ſuch a Lottery was to be opened every three 
onths, they would all fill; Otherwiſe it 
is impoſſible to account for the Infatuation 
| 5 0 tg ee in porchaſing Tickets 6 
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high a Premium, in ſo diſadvantageous 4 
Lottery, as the laſt. Gaming is the thing, 
and — will proceed, let what will 
ſuffer by it. | 

It is obvious to every Reader, that Riches 

_ ariſe the Sinews of War: And it is equally 
notorious that the Riches of this Nation 
are chiefly from Commerce. But when a 
War is declared, our Merchant Ships are 
ſtripp?d of their Men, as ſoon as they arrive 
within the narrow Seas, inſomuch, that 
they frequently have not Hands enough to 
y their Ships to their reſpective Ports, 
Thus, when they have taken in a Cargo io 
carry abroad, they mult likewiſe wait for 
Hands, or pay exceſſive Rates: Or by giving 
high Wages, they have got Men; but mult 
wait for Convoy; and the Convoy cannot 
fail, for want of Men: Thele Men are 
therefore preſs*d a ſecond time, and fo on. 
What accumulated Miſchiefs ariſe, or ſeem 
to ariſe from this ſingle. Practice of preſſing! 
The Prices of all our Commodities are bere- 
by enhanced ſo much, that our Neighbours 
are enabled to underſell us. The Demand 
is, therefore, not ſo great as it would be; 
and our Manufacturers reduced to great 
Difficulties. Hence, amongſt other Things, 
come the loud Complaints of a Decay, of 
Trade: And it may well decay, when high 
Wages, Demurage, Victualing, Gx. are 
ak bs 
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be added -to the Value of all Goods ex- 
ported. Would not all theſe Inconvenien-- 
cics be in a great meaſure 3 or re- 
medied by keeping a Regiſter always full, 

or as near as may be? 

Having gone thus far in the above Eſſay, 
I met with the Act of Parliament made in 
the 7th Year of King William III. which 
differs from the Scheme here propoſed in 
man; Particulars. 

The Preamble to 1 Act contains the 
followin remarkable Words, viz, 
. Foraſmuch as the Strength and Safety of 
this, and other His Majeſty's Realms and 
Dominions, do very much depend upon the 
furniſhing and ſupplying His Majeſty s Roy- 
'al Navy with a competent Number of able 
Mariners and Seamen, wHETCH MAY BE IN 
READINESS, AT ALL TiMEs, FOR THAT 

SERVI CE. And, Ort. 

What I out Infer from thence, i is, 900 
if fuch was the Caſe in thoſe Days, it may 
reaſonably be preſumed to be ſo at this pre- 
ſent, when both France and Spain are 
increaſing their Maratime 17 85 and theres 
with forcing a Trade, 

The fourth Seftion of that AR ſets forth, 
that the Fund appointed on this Occafion 
was not ſet apart for regiſtred Seamen only; 
but likewiſe * building of Greenuitb 


OT and endowing. the” ſame, But 
herein 


. [39] 
herein it is only propoſed to find a Fund for 
the paying of Io or 12000 regiſtered Men, 
to be at all times ready when called upon. 
- The ſixth Section limits the Number to 
30000 Men, at 40 Shillings a Year per 
Man: But here we only propoſe the Num- 
ber of 10 or 12000 Men, at 5 J. or 5 J. 45. 
a Year per Man, or rather 27. per Week, 
for obvious Reaſons, ſuch as diſcharging 
a Man at pleaſure ; and, in caſe of Death 
Deſertion, Oc. without any, or but atrifling 
Loſs to the Fund. y | 
For I think this Number (with the Ad- 
dition of preſs*'d Men occaſionally) ſufficient 
to anſwer all the Purpoſes of a larger Num- 
ber, provided the Drafts out of the Regiſ- 
ter be filled up as ſoon as may be. But, the 
greater the Encouragement, the more Men 
will accept of it. He that has a Proſpect 
of a ſettled Income of 5 J. a Lear, in time of 
Peace, will chearfully enter into the Service 
in time of War, to become intitled to it; 
as he will have a tolerable Subſiſtence, or a 
conſiderable Addition to any other Trade or 
Employment, when he is diſcharged. 
1 This ſixth Section proceeds to mention 
ſeveral Advantages, Immunities, Oc. given 
to ſuch as enter their Names in the Regi- 
fter. I am for allowing them all; and 
would rather, encreaſe than diminiſh thoſe 
Advantages .. : wanih iu cou 
This 


/ 
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This Section likewiſe intitles a reg oiftered 
altes the Sum of- forty Shillings 4 L650 
over and above ſueh other Pay and Allow- 
ances as he ſhall be intitled unto, b y being 
in his Majeſty's actual Service. 
Scheme is of a different Nature. -I mY 
that the Sum of 5/7. or 5/. wont | 
rather 27. a Week, ſhould be a kind of 
half Pay, for ſuch only as will keep them- 
ſelves in readineſs to ſerve, whenever called 
upon; and that as ſoon as a regiſtered Man 
is taken into the Service, his half Pay ſhould 
eeaſe; and he ſhould not be intitled to the 
Advantage of it, till he is again reduced. 
Preference however, in caſe of a Peace, to 
ſuch as were firſt regiſtered, if now fit for 
Service, and Seniority always to take Place. 

I not fit for Service, and difabled in or by 
the Service, to be provided for elſewhere. 
The eighth Section recites the Penalty to 
bevinfliaed on ſuch as Withdraw 
themſelves from:the King's Service in Time 
of War; with a Reference to an Act made 
2 33th. br os. Durban the Se- 
C Onda. 

7 "The Penalry- here mentioned, is that the 
Man ſo withdrawing, ſhall lofe the Benefi 
| of this Ad, and {ſerve fix months without 


would 2 W bomber 4 
gorou Pupiſhments : But confidering the 
Importance 
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Importanc mee of the Service, and the large 
Pay hereby given, would it not be "= 
able and neceſſary to ſubje& ſuch Man to 
certain Laws againſt Mutiny , and Deſer- 
tion, in the ſame Manner as is practiſed 
amongſt the Soldiery in Time of Peace, as 
well as durin a Warane t 5 9008 
The twelfth Section limits the ſeveral 


Ages, under or above which no Perſon 


ſhalt: be ohliged (d it is in the Margin) to 
ſerve, J do not propoſe to oblige any Man 
to ſerve.: But would leave it to the Diſere- 
tion of the Officers on board the Slip, Whe: 
ther the Perſon that offers himſelf to be re- 


Se be really and bond fide, fit for che 
Seryice: And this Judgment ſhould be 


out. Pique or Prejudice. If the Man is fit 
for the Service, though under the Age '6f 
18 Vears, or above that of 535, he ſhould. 
be accepted, and returned accordinglys: If 
through Vice, Ighorante, or Infirmities he 
be judged, unfit, he ſhould be rejected, 
thou between the Apes prefixed: But 


ſhou d be other w iſe provided for, if diſ⸗ | 


abled in the Service. 201 2555 

It often happens chat young Fellowslof 

16 Or 17 Vears of Age are abler, ebriſker;' 

d bolder Lads, _ ſome Men of 25 0r 
20 


* 


made, without Favour or Affection 3 withi- 


3 
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30: And many Men of 55 are fitter for the 
Service, than others underthat Age :'Where- 
fore let the Officers of the Ship be Judges of 
that Fitneſs, and anſwerable for it. But 
when once a Man is regiſtered, he is not to 
diſohey the Call, on any Account or Occa- 
ſion; unleſs he can prove by a Certificate 
under the Hands of one, two, or more Jy- 
ſtices of the Peace, that through Age, In- 
nir mities, Accidents or Misfortunes of one 
kind or another, he 1 is now not able to ſerve. 
h Certifics 


2 at a 

per place, — p- 1 

— de Lian 2 elſe⸗ 
where; — be Room ran 


ther hed Nag balra tered in his ad, 
This Advantage — to attend the 
ſtering young Men; that ' they ate eve 
Day growing, and 'beco abler an 
Routes Fellows: At the fame Time char 81 
an Encouragement to Seh, to behave 
themſelves well. I muſt confeſs that the 
contrary: is the Caſe, hen an did Man is 
regiſtered; but as be is fu ppoſed to be ſtill 
een Service, ſo it is 4 Re ward for pat 
rvices. 


Here follows a Furl of «R exiſte Cett- 
pes as made out b Vue ef the HY 
Parliament. 
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Theſe 


Theſe are to certify that 4, B. aged 
being——Man of a——Complexion, is res 
iſtered for the Service of his Majeſty's 
Royal Navy, according to an Act of Par- 
liament made in the 7th Year of his Maje- 
ſty's Reign, intitled an Act for the Increaſe 
and Encouragement of Seamen. And the 
faid A. B. is accordingly regiſtred in the 
| Books of this Office on the 3d Day of Oc- 
tober 1696. dated at the head Office for 
eee this 3d Day of October 
1696. 


Commiſ. of Sick and Hurt, ohn Hull, 
Commiſſioners of the Navy] 75 3 
By Command of the Com- 


There never was, nor ever will be a 
Scheme form' d for Public Benefit, which 
did not bear hard upon ſome private Indi- 
viduals: But I think the preſent ſeems to 
ſtand as clear from Imputations of that 
Sort, as any that ever was propoſed, 

" MY Nay, 


” 
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Nay, if I may be allowed to ſpeak my Seq- 
. it bas fair for ie Concur- 
reencee and Applauſe, ſince every good Sub- 
ject will be benefitted by it; and no one 
can be hurt, unleſs he chuſes it. 
I don't pretend to ſay that the Scheme, 
ſuch as I have here laid it down, is of fa 
perfect a Nature; but hope that from theſe 
Mine, ſuch a one may be form'd, as ſhall 
be free from many of the Objections which 
may lie againſt this, as it now ſtandsz one 
of which I ſhall mention, though it is ra- 
ther a Difficulty, than an Objection: 
And that is, what is to be done with a re- 
iſtered Seaman, incaſe he engages, during a 
Wau in the Merchant Service? It is cer. 
tainly reaſonable that ſuch a Man have the 
Liberty of getting his Livelihood in the 
Way he was bred to: And as he is regi- 
ſtered, he ought to be intitled to his- Pay, 
as well as other regiſtered Men. But a 
War breaks out, and he is upon a foreign 
Voyage, or poſſibly dead, when called upon 
for the King's Service. The Remedy to 
this Difficulty ſeems to be this: When ſuch 
a Man enters into the Merchant's Service 
for a long foreign Voyage (for as to 'Col- 
liers, Coaſters, Herring Buſſes, c. we look 
upon them as at Home) he muſt of courſe 
declare his Intention to the neareſt Magi- 


ſtrate, Officer, Jaſtice of the Peace, = 


1 
1 *. 
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„ 
and then, either give up his half Pay, or 
procure another good Man to be regiſtered, 
and ſerve in his Stead, in caſè he be called 
upon during his Abſence. But even this 
does not ſolve the Difficulty in the Manner 
I could wiſn; wherefore 1 hope a better 
. will be found, if ever the Scheme 
ſhall be taken into ſerious Conſideration. 

All 1 hope for is, that from the Hints 
here given, the Methods propoſed, and the 
Obſervations upon them, a more conſiſtent 
and better digeſted Plan may ſome Day 
be formed, whereby the true Intereſt, Ho- 
nour and Commerce of theſe Nations may be 
preſerved and promoted. © 99 

any Circumſtances and Conſiderations 
might have been added; but as they are 
inconſiſtent with the intended Brevity of 
this Eſſay, I purpoſely omitted them, and 
have attained my utmoſt Wiſhes, if what 

I have ſaid may bs of any Uſe to my King 
and Country, 


POSTSCRIPT. 
"AN, Objetion may be made to this 


Scheme in the following Words, vix. 
Though the Eſſay complains heavily of the 
Cruelty of turning Men adrift after a War, 
yet it does not provide à Remedy to _ 
| ol 
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Evil far more than 10 or 12000 Mew tn. 
Tims of Peace. © 

To this I anſwer, that the Number of 
Men here ropoled, amounts to near 
one fifth Fog 2 the higheſt Number em- 
during the late War, excluſive of 
as will be received into 


b 
Hoſpital; of ſuch as have picked 
ney, and chuſe to retire from 1 
and apply themſelves to Buſineſs; and 
of ſuch as have died, or been killed in 
an Engagement, or by other accidents. 


Wherefore it may fairly be computed that 
one Fourth, at leaſt, of the whole Num- 

ber, will, from the firſt, be thus far pto- 
vided for s and in a few Years of Peace, 
almoſt every Man employed during the 
War, will become intitled to, and receive 
the Benefit of this Proviſion. 


FINIS. 
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